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Dear members,

In 2012 the European Commission has been carrying 
out a revision of the EU Regulation on Organic Farm-
ing. From this process Commissioner Ciolos obviously 
has concluded that there is a need for major chang-
es: A draft for a complete new regulation is currently 
discussed among the services of the EU Commission. 
Significant amendments like a radical cut of exemp-
tions and the empowerment to set separate threshold 
for pesticide residues in organic products are under 
discussion. The Commission is expected to publish its 
legislative proposal in March.

IFOAM EU has always been supporting the objective to 
further improve the organic regulation and has made 
several concrete suggestions to do so. Additional to 
the improvement and harmonization of the standards 
on greenhouse and glasshouse production – which 
the commission has put on hold for the time being – 
IFOAM EU suggests for example:
•	 Increasing the effectiveness of controls of Euro-

pean and third country operators
•	 Moving to a ‘100% organic ingredients’ approach 

(away from a ‘95% approach’), cutting the list of 
non-organic ingredients by half in organic process-
ing and improving origin labelling 

•	 Reducing exceptional rules and increasing trans-
parency in the regulation using a step-by-step 
approach

•	 Introducing requirements for measuring environ-
mental performance by organic processors and 
traders

•	 Enabling group certification for small farmers in 
Europe

At the same time IFOAM EU Group is warning that a 
radical cut of flexibility provisions, rather than steady 
progress, would seriously harm the organic sector. For 
example the use of conventional seed, breeding and 
propagating material as well as protein feed in case of 
unavailability would diminish organic production dra-
matically while the underlying problems would remain 
to be unsolved. Furthermore, a new regulation with a 
different structure would lead to a situation of insecu-
rity and carries risks of mistakes and would make new 
legal interpretation necessary, while it is not needed 
for improving the status quo. Therefore, IFOAM EU has 
not opted for a new regulation, but is advocating for a 
focused improvement of the existing regulation.

IFOAM EU and the EU Commission are united by the 
idea to improve the Organic Regulation and develop 
organic further. The assessments on the best approach 
to achieve this objective do differ very much. Neverthe-
less, a new and ambitious European Organic Action 
Plan, that enables the organic sector to achieve envis-
aged improvements and continue to grow, is needed. 

It needs to provide political and financial measures for 
organic research and innovation, education and train-
ing, information and promotion. 

In March, a long lasting process will be kicked off, lead-
ing to a revised legal framework for Organic Farming by 
most likely 2016 or 2017. There are opportunities, but 
also lot of risks associated with it. But I am convinced 
that the organic idea will guide us securely and IFOAM 
EU, representing the organic movement will achieve a 
solid basis for making Europe more organic.

Thomas Fertl
Vice President IFOAM EU 

WelcoMe noTe
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PolITIcal hoTsPoT – organIc regulaTIon revIeW

eu coMMIssIon drafTs ProPosal for a 
neW euroPean organIc regulaTIon

The European Directorate-General for Agriculture has 
drafted a legal proposal for a new organic regulation to 
replace the current legal organic framework (EC 834/07) 
to be published together with a new organic action 
plan in March. An inter-service consultation of the 
different Directorates of the EU Commission is now as-
sessing this proposal. 

In terms of structure, the regulation seems brings 
together the three regulations currently governing or-
ganic – one Council regulation and two Commission 
regulations – into one regulation with annexes that can 
be changed by the Commission using delegated acts. 

The biggest changes seem to be related to primary 
production, since all exceptional production rules 
would end, except the ones needed in case of cata-
strophic circumstances. As well, very sensitive areas in 
which availability and quality for organic are of serious 
concern – such as seed & propagating material, pro-
tein feed and young poultry – would no longer be 
treated as such. 

It will be mandatory to convert the entire holding 
to organic, which could especially prevent large and 
highly diversified farms from converting. retroactive 
recognition of the conversion period will disappear, 

meaning that farmers will be required to wait 2–3 years 
to sell produce as organic, even when the fields were 
previously uncultivated and there is evidence that they 
have not been treated in the past years.

Requirements on feed have been made stricter and 
e.g. 90% of the feed for herbivores would have to come 
from the same farm or from the region, without defin-
ing what a ‘region’ is. 

These requirements would make it more difficult could 
prevent farmers from converting, especially without 
well planned transition rules supported by governmen-
tal policies and financial support.

Analysing the rest of the food chain, certification of 
retailers and wholesalers would be mandatory. Today 
this is a decision left to the individual Member States. 
All operators, except primary producers, would be re-
quired to measure their environmental performance 
(IFOAM EU position 2012) and it seems that fortifica-
tion of aliments would be possible (e.g. adding vitamins 
to juices or cereal bars). labelling would be clarified a 
bit and the percentage of tolerance for the “EU” or “non-
EU” indication has been raised from 2% to 5% (IFOAM 
EU proposal 2012).

the control system is completely left to the ongoing 
revision of DG SANCO proposal on official controls, 
creating an unclear situation which is very difficult to 

assess. This is especially notable as reinforcing controls 
has regularly been given as a key reason given by the 
Commission to start the review. It does however seem 
there would be the possibility to establish a threshold 
for non-authorised substances and products and to 
abandon the concept of annual inspection, one of 
the cornerstones of consumer trust in organic farming. 
Import requirements would also change, limiting the 
concept of equivalence and expanding the concept of 
compliance all over the world. 

we particularly welcome that the Commission has tak-
en up the call from the organic sector at the IFOAM EU 
7th European Organic Congress to draft a new european 
Organic action Plan. In general, the action plan draft 
gives a good framework for support and promotion of 
organic farming. However, it could go farther towards 
supporting the implementation of its suggestions by 
being more concrete, dedicating funding and activities 

– so that what it outlines is actually put in place. As well, 
that organic farming can actually be used to respond 
to pressing challenges such as climate change, water 
pollution, loss of biodiversity and could maybe used 
to pioneer in fields such as sustainability and animal 
welfare seems to have been left out.

The draft legislative proposal, would introduce group 
certification for European farmers for the first time. This 
will give access to the organic system to many small 
European farmers, with less than 5 hectares. 
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IFOAM EU position
IFOAM EU believes that this review is an opportunity 
to bring the regulation and implementing rules up-to-
date to match the dynamic developments of the sector 
and bridge the specific needs that have been identified. 
However, the current legislative framework provides a 
solid basis for organic production and consumer con-
fidence. Moreover its implementation potential is not 
yet fully exploited. IFOAM EU therefore recommends 
a focused improvement of the existing framework. A 
completely new regulation carries with it the risks of 
introducing interpretations that contradict current ones 
and of introducing technical mistakes. Thus, a complete 
legal overhaul as favoured by the Commission would 
force organic operators to farm and produce under le-
gal uncertainty for years while the implications of the 
new framework were being worked out. 

Backed by the organic sector, the most important 
points of improvement to the current framework iden-
tified by IFOAM EU are:
•	 Increasing the effectiveness of controls of Euro-

pean and third country operators
•	 Moving to a ‘100% organic ingredients’ ap-

proach (away from a ‘95% approach’), cutting the 
list of non-organic ingredients by half in organic 
processing and improving origin labelling 

•	 reducing exceptional rules and increasing 
transparency in the regulation using a step-by-
step approach

•	 Introducing requirements for measuring environ-
mental performance by organic processors and 
traders

•	 Enabling group certification for small farmers in 
Europe

•	 Developing a new ambitious european organic 
action Plan that enables the organic sector to 
achieve envisaged improvements and continue to 
grow. IFOAM EU welcomes the Commission taking 
up this call from the sector and it should make sure 
any proposed action plan be resolutely implement-
ed and provide political and financial measures for 
organic research and innovation, education and 
training, information and promotion

For more detailed recommendations and assessments, 
please refer to the suggested IfoaM eu policy option 
for the regulation and the IfoaM eu dossier on the 
Review of the Legal and Political Framework for Organic 
Farming

Concrete, feasible proposals for handling exceptions 
in the new organic regulation
Since the EU Commission began the process of review-
ing the existing Organic Regulation, ((EC) No 834/2007) 
in 2012, IFOAM EU has actively participated in the EU 
Commission’s organic regulation review process by pro-
viding concrete, detailed input and suggestions how to 
improve the current legal framework to make organic 
production fit for the near future.

For example, in an official letter, IFOAM EU proposes 
concrete measures on how to move towards “100% of 
organic ingredients” in organic food processing and 
how to reduce the exceptional rules in the organic 
regulations, with a focus on increasing consumer trust 

and feasibility for the sector. Exceptional rules on the 
use of non-organic seed, non-organic young animals, 
protein feed and other flexibility tools are likely not be 
included in the reviewed regulation (a legal proposal 
expected to be published next March) as the Commis-
sion has decided that the new organic regulation must 
be the “principle-driven”. IFOAM EU proposed a feasible 
and progressive way on how to deal with exceptional 
rules. read the IfoaM eu proposals.

http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_control_position_201210.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_imports_position_201210.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_letter_exceptionalrules_processing_20131230.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_letter_exceptionalrules_processing_20131230.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_annexix_letter_201305.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_annexix_letter_201305.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_origin_labelling_position_201212.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_letter_exceptionalrules_processing_20131230.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_letter_exceptionalrules_processing_20131230.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_environmental_performance_letter_20120705.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_environmental_performance_letter_20120705.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_organicactionplan_input_20131126.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_organicactionplan_input_20131126.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_review_policy_option_proposal_201307.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_organic_reg_position_201305.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_letter_exceptionalrules_processing_20131230.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_reg_letter_exceptionalrules_processing_20131230.pdf
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1 neWs froM IfoaM eu WorkIng fIelds

1.1 regulaTIon

neW eu regulaTIon on conTrols caMe InTo 
as of 1 January 2014

As of 1 January 2014, the new regulation on the control 
system for organic farming and production ((EU) No 
392/2013) entered into force. It amends articles 2, 63, 
68 and 92 of Regulation (EC) No 889/2008.

In general, the changes to article 92 are meant to im-
prove transparency and communication between all 
the control stakeholders (Commission, Competent Au-
thorities and Control Bodies). Additional commitments 
of communication from the operator to the control 
body are added in the amendment of article 68. This 
amendment also interestingly allows for the possibility 
of using electronic certification if a tamper-proof elec-
tronic method is employed.

Important new requirements concerning control body 
activities are: 
•	 The number of samples to be taken and analysed 

by the control body every year shall correspond 
to at least 5% of the number of operators under 
its control

•	 Additional random control visits must account 
for at least 10% of their controlled operators, with 
these visits being targeted at higher risk operators

•	 At least 10% of all inspections and visits carried out 
have to be unannounced

neW food and veTerInary offIce rePorTs 
avaIlable

The list of reports on audits carried out by the “Food and 
Veterinary Office” of the European Commission on the 
organic control systems of Member States and Equiva-
lent Third Countries has been updated. The following 
new reports are now available on the Commission 
website:

•	 Poland (2012)
•	 Portugal (2012) 
•	 India (2012) 
•	 Tunisia (2012)
•	 germany (2013) 
•	 Israel (2013) 
•	 Italy (2013)
•	 romania (2013)
•	 united kingdom (2013)

In 2013, audits were also carried out in France, Greece, 
Spain and Switzerland, but reports are not available yet. 
According to the plan in 2014, visits will take place in 
the Czech Republic, Finland the Netherlands and Slova-
kia as well as in the following equivalent third countries: 
Argentina, Australia and Canada.

http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3058
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3035
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3059
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3097
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3190
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3109
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3193
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3192
http://ec.europa.eu/food/fvo/rep_details_en.cfm?rep_id=3161
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1.2 PolIcy

 X caP

decIsIon on neW caP IMPleMenTIng rules 
exPecTed by MId-2014

Rules setting out the details and conditions for the imple-
mentation of the new CAP in Member States and regions 
are expected to be ready by mid-2014. The implement-
ing rules include delegated acts and implementing 
acts to lay down further details on certain articles, ac-
cording to the reference in the basic legal texts. 

delegated acts: The European Commission has stated 
that it intends to adopt these in March. For delegated 
acts the European Parliament and the AGRI Council 
have the right to object over a 2-month period. The pe-
riod can be extended by a further 2 months if a request 
is made. The decision on delegated acts is expected by 
April/May, but the process could extend into June/July. 

Implementing acts: These accompany the delegated 
acts and are agreed between the Commission and 
Member State expert representatives. They will follow 
soon after the adoption of the delegated acts by the 
Commission. 

It is understood that all EU Institutions are keen to 
have the rules decided as soon as possible ahead of 

European Parliament Elections and appointment of a 
new college of Commissioners.

For IFOAM EU, organic farmers and environmentalists, 
the points are the delegated acts related to the rela-
tionship between the Pillar 1 greening recognition 
for organic farmers, and the calculation of Pillar 2 or-
ganic farming support under the rural development 
regulation. Another key priority is the need to close a 
loophole in the direct payment regulation which could 
permit the use of synthetic pesticides and fertiliser on 
ecological focus areas under Pillar 1 greening when 
nitrogen-fixing crops are grown. 

Need to ensure that delegated acts support the 
development of organic farming and agro-ecological 
approaches
As reported in the december issue of this news-
letter, IFOAM EU has called on the Commission to 
use the CAP delegated acts to ensure that Member 
States take account of local circumstances and that 
only specific greening overlaps relevant to organic 
farming be considered when calculating Pillar 2 or-
ganic farming support. The greening recognition 
must send a clear signal about the EU’s commit-
ment to sustainability and organic farming; failing 
to provide support via Pillar 2 would send the op-
posite message. 

Additionally, the chair of the European Parliament’s Ag-
riculture Committee and a majority of Member States 
have questioned the Commission’s interpretation in 
the drafted delegated acts of the final political agree-
ment on CAP legislative text reached last June. While no 
statement on specific points has been issued by the Eu-
ropean Parliament, a joint letter by 22 Member States to 
the Commission calls for the use of synthetic pesticides 
and fertilisers to be allowed even on ecological focus ar-
eas (EFA) under Pillar 1 greening. This would contradict 
the purpose of EFA and could have a significant impact 
on the ability the new CAP to support small steps to-
wards greater biodiversity management on European 
arable farmland. As a result IFOAM EU is calling on EU 
decision-makers to ensure that these harmful inputs are 
excludes from EFAs. 

Most of the new CAP is expected to come into effect 
from the beginning of 2015. IFOAM EU will contin-
ue to monitor the process over the coming weeks 
and months. For more information please contact: 
stephen.meredith [at] ifoam-eu.org

http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/institutional_affairs/treaties/lisbon_treaty/ai0032_en.htm
http://europa.eu/legislation_summaries/institutional_affairs/treaties/lisbon_treaty/ai0032_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/newsroom/155_en.htm
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_comm_newsletter_201312.pdf
mailto:stephen.meredith@ifoam-eu.org
http://www.thinkingcapblog.eu/
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 X gMos

PIoneer 1507 gM MaIze 

The genetically modified maize “Pioneer 1507” should 
not be placed on the market for cultivation, because 
its insect-resistant pollen might harm non-target but-
terflies and moths, says a european Parliament 
resolution passed on 16 January. MEPs call on the EU 
Council of Ministers to reject its proposed authorisation, 
and urge the European Commission not to propose or 
renew authorisations of any GMO variety until risk as-
sessment methods have been improved.

MEPs oppose the placing on the EU market of this ge-
netically modified maize on the grounds that this would 
exceed the Commission’s implementing powers as laid 
down in EU rules on the deliberate release into the en-
vironment of GMOs. In particular, they note that the 
Commission proposal fails to specify any “conditions for 
protection of particular ecosystems/environments and/
or geographical areas,” as required by the legislation.

The resolution was passed by 385 votes to 201 with 30 
abstentions.

Source: European Parliament Press

 X food & farMIng

Increase In organIc farMIng, buT furTher 
loss of farMs In euroPe

The European Commission has published its annual 
rural development report. According to the report, 
organic farming in the European Union reached 9.6 mil-
lion hectares in 2011, increasing the number of hectares 
by 5.5% (in EU-27). Spain, Italy, Germany, France and the 

United Kingdom are the main centres of organic land; 
together they hold 57.5% of the total organic area in 
Europe.

Another major outcome of the report is the ongoing 
loss of farms. The total number of farms decreased by 
12 per cent between 2007 and 2010. The average farm 
size increased to 14.3 ha, but almost 70 percent of farms 
are still smaller than 5 ha. In the same years, full-time 
jobs in agriculture decreased by 16.5 percent. 

vIeWs on The neW caP

Organic experts

Organic experts and representatives from the Euro-

pean Commission and Parliament discuss the new 

CAP and what it means for organic agriculture. 

Organic farmers

How organic farmers view the CAP, how they can ben-

efit from the CAP reform and their expectations (and 

concerns) regarding the new CAP. Filmed in Greece, 

Italy and Spain.

The “Mind the CAP” campaign is co-financed by the European Union, Directorate-General for Agricul-
ture and Rural Development. The sole responsibility for the content expressed lies with the author. The 
European Commission cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made of this information.

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140110IPR32334/html/Food-safety-MEPs-oppose-authorising-new-genetically-modified-maize
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/news-room/content/20140110IPR32334/html/Food-safety-MEPs-oppose-authorising-new-genetically-modified-maize
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/statistics/rural-development/2013/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/statistics/rural-development/2013/index_en.htm
http://youtu.be/3sL0VQiEITY
http://youtu.be/cHliNx7aPcM
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2015 year of soIl – gerMan regIons WanT 
eu soIl dIrecTIve

The 68th united nations general assembly has des-
ignated 5 December as World Soil Day and declared 
2015 as the International Year of Soils. soil is an es-
sential resource in the contribution of the organic 
agriculture, food security, sustainable development 
and climate change adaptation and therefore IfoaM 
eu calls for an ambitious European framework for the 
protection of soils.

On 19 December, the Bundesrat, a German legislative 
body that represents the sixteen federal states, has 
adopted a position on the efficiency of European leg-
islation. In this position, the bundesrat states that it 
considers an EU wide framework for the protection of 
soils and the conservation of important soil functions as 
necessary. This gives new hope for the future of the eu 
framework directive on the protection of soils, which 
has been in a deadlock situation in the Council for years 
due to Germany and other Members States standing 
against an EU soil framework. Now, the German govern-
ment is expected to ask the European Commission to 
reopen the soil directive negotiations.

JoIn The susTaIngas WebInars and 
WorkshoPs!

If you are interested in learning more about organic 
biogas or the current trends and developments on 
sustainability criteria, technical and economic require-
ments and best practice, register now and don’t miss 
the last susTaIngas webinars and workshops.

The free training sessions are targeted at organic farm-
ers, biogas consultants and associations, green energy 
companies, and interested consumers. Live webinars and 
workshops give an overview of produce sustainable bi-
ogas on organic farms, and the current market situation.

register here

language dates

Live Webinars
danish 29 Jan 2014

english 21 Jan 2014

spanish January (tbc)

Workshops
Bulgarian 1 Feb 2014

danish 13–14 Mar 2014

german 30 Jan 2014 (Schloss Puchberg, Wels, Austria)

Polish Feb 2014

spanish 14 March 2014 Pontevedra

.

- Latest growth trends
- Europe-wide production & 
sales statistics, including per country
- Farming and food policy overview
- Case studies on support mechanisms 

Pick up your copy at BioFach in Hall 1, Stand 1-543

Or to order a copy contact stephen [ at ] meredith@ifoam-eu.org

www.ifoam-eu.org  •  communication@ifoam-eu.org
facebook.com/IFOAMEU  •  @IFOAMEU

bIOFACH 

LAUNCH
New publication from IFOAM EU, 
FiBL and CIHEAM-IAMB

http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/InternationalCooperation/GSP/Documents/IYS2015.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_policy_soil_factsheet_2009.pdf
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_policy_soil_factsheet_2009.pdf
http://eu.ifoam.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_policy_soil_position_201109.pdf
http://eu.ifoam.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_policy_soil_position_201109.pdf
http://www.bundesrat.de/cln_321/SharedDocs/Drucksachen/2013/0701-800/718-13_28B_29,templateId=raw,property=publicationFile.pdf/718-13%28B%29.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/soil/index_en.htm
http://www.sustaingas.eu/trainings.html?&L=5
http://www.sustaingas.eu/trainings.html
http://www.sustaingas.eu/
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1.3 eu research & InnovaTIon PolIcy/TP organIcs

uPdaTe on The euroPean InnovaTIon 
ParTnershIP for agrIculTure 

Horizon 2020: New opportunities for research and 
innovation in Europe
In November 2013, the EU has set new policies and prior-
ities for funding research and innovation called “Horizon 
2020”. Horizon 2020 will provide a significant break with 
the “old programmes chapter” and to build a stronger 
link with the EU policy priorities. It should also stimulate 
new economic growth and increases jobs in Europe.

Since its establishment in 2008, TP Organics has been 
fighting for more support for organic food and farming 
research from European research policies - particularly 
in the EU Research Framework Programmes. 

Thanks to the lobbying work done by TP Organics, Ho-
rizon 2020 now recognises organic farming as one of 
the approaches to achieve a sustainable, resilient, re-
source efficient and competitive agri-food sector that 
can cope with climate changes and provide safe and 
healthy food.

The organic farming sector must now seize these op-
portunities offered by Horizon 2020, and to facilitate 
this effort TP Organics provides a practical introduction 
to Horizon 2020 and advice on how to apply for project 
funding in a new document: the document is published 
on the TP organics website.

Horizon 2020 workshop: Connecting Research and 
Practice – Opportunities for Innovation in Agriculture 
and Rural Areas
The organic sector offers solutions to many of the 
challenges described in the Work Programme, even 
though there are no calls specific to organic. This is the 
major conclusion from the workshop on the first Work 
Programme of Horizon 2020, organised on 14 Janu-
ary by the Commission and the European Innovation 
Partnership for Agriculture and attended by IFOAM EU. 
During the workshop, IFOAM EU President, Christopher 
Stopes, asked that small partners get a fair chance to be 
involved in projects.

The presentations of the workshop are available here. 
They include a useful overview of what multi-actor 
projects and thematic networks are, as well as helpful 
slides about the submission and evaluation procedure. 
The factsheets about horizon 2020 and Innovation 
support services might be of interest to potential ap-
plicants. People who are looking for project partners are 
encouraged to register for the linkedIn group opened 
by the EIP-AGRI Service Point.

European Commission looking for Horizon 2020 
evaluators 
Horizon 2020 project proposals will be evaluated by 
experts selected by the European Commission from a 
database. The Commission now calls for new experts to 
register in the database. In particular, professionals from 

the agricultural and forestry sectors are encouraged to 
register. The Commission has a special interest is evalu-
ators with experience in multi-actor projects (involving 
farmers, advisors, businesses, NGOs etc.) that combine 
scientific and practical knowledge. candidates are 
requested to file their application by the end of 
January 2014. IFOAM EU hopes that many specialists 
from the organic sector will register.

exPo MIlano 2015: call for besT PracTIces 
on food securITy

Universal Expo Milano 2015 has launched a call for “Best 
sustainable development Practices on food security”. 
The collection of best practices is supported by the 
Feeding Knowledge Programme which is establishing an 
international scientific network to promote and transfer 
knowledge on food security, and identifying policies that 
really meet sustainable development criteria.

Only 15 submissions selected will be highly visible at 
Expo Milano 2015 (movie, photo stories) and will be 
included in the official Expo Milano 2015 legacy. 

Best Practices can be submitted until 30 April. Results 
of the selection procedure will be published on 15 
September.

Show the world how organic improves food security!
More information 

http://www.tporganics.eu/upload/TPOrganics_briefingH2020_final.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eip/events/eip-research-workshop-2014_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eip/pdf/fact-sheet-horizon-2020_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eip/pdf/fact-sheet-innovation-support-services_en.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eip/pdf/fact-sheet-innovation-support-services_en.pdf
http://www.linkedin.com/groups/Partner-Search-Horizon-2020-Food-7416906?gid=7416906&csrfToken=ajax%3A2473771301804363853&trk=groups_most_popular-h-join&goback=%2Egna_7416906%2Eanp_7416906_1385376176001_1%2Egmp_7416906&report%2Esuccess=7H54w2WbYwc3XrP8hvrft
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/experts/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/experts/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/experts/index.html
https://www.feedingknowledge.net/best-practices
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1.4 bIofach 2014: InTo organIc

IfoaM eu aT bIofach

IFOAM EU Board elections and General Assembly 
The 7th IFOAM EU General Assembly will be held on 
Tuesday, 11 February 2014, 13.45 to 17.40 in the Room 
Munchen 2 (NCC Mitte) of the the Exhibition Centre 
Nuremberg, Germany. 

The most important event on the agenda is the election 
of a new IFOAM EU Board for the period 2014–2016.

At the last GA in 2013, the assembly voted for a new gov-
ernance structure consisting of a board and a council.

•	 the Board – an executive body comprising a presi-
dent, a treasurer and six vice presidents who are 
selected according to sector related and regional 
criteria

•	 the Council – a group of 30 delegates who trans-
mit national interests and specificities to the 
European level

The elections will select the new board for this new 
structure.

become a member now to be eligible to vote for the 
people who will lead IFOAM EU by filling in and sending 
the membership form by email to: laura.ullmann[at]
ifoam-eu.org or by fax to +32 2 735 73 81!

scIence day aT bIofach 2014

IFOAM’s science day will be held for the second time 
at biofach on Friday, 14 February. The morning ses-
sion will deal with European research policy, Horizon 
2020 and the European Innovation Partnership for 
Agriculture. The joint dossier of IFOAM EU, TP Organ-
ics and ARC 2020 about the EIP-AGRI will be launched. 
Participants will also have the opportunity to contribute 
to the renewed vision of TP Organics. The afternoon 
session will be dedicated to global aspects of organic 
research and the research vision of the IFOAM Technol-
ogy Innovation Platform (TIPI).

Consult the full programme

The Science day is organized by Technology Innova-
tion Platform of IFOAM (TIPI), Technology Platform for 
Organic Food and Farming Research (TP Organics), the 
International Society of Organic Agriculture Research 
(ISOFAR), the International Federation of Organic Agri-
culture Movements (IFOAM), the IFOAM EU Group and 
the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture (FiBL).

time: Friday, 14 February 14 2014, 9 am to 5 pm
Venue: Room Mailand, CNN Mitte, NürnbergMesse, 
Nürnberg, Germany
registration

http://youtu.be/UBRYJbuG1Qo
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/en/get-involved/become-member
http://eu.ifoam.org/sites/default/files/page/files/ifoameu_membership_registration_form.docx
mailto:laura.ullmann@ifoam-eu.org
mailto:laura.ullmann@ifoam-eu.org
http://www.organic-research.net/2584.html
http://www.biofach.de/en/
http://www.organic-research.net/tipi-scienceday-2014.html
https://www.fibl.org/nc/en/fibl/registrationservice/event.html?tx_registrationservice_pi1[id]=225
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oPPorTunITIes To engage: 
IfoaM eu conferences

Take part in discussions and give input on key 
topics such as the EU organic regulation review, 
opportunities under the new CAP, the future of the 
EU organic controls system, the potential of the 
European Innovation Partnership for Agriculture 
to support organic and more. Express your opinion 
and learn more about organic food and farming in 
the European Union!

Wednesday, 12 february

15.00–16.00  
Room Mailand

seminar in cooperation with aIaB:  
european seed legislation

Thursday, 13 february

10.00–13.00  
Room Shanghai

the future of controls in Organic farming and 
Production: what is going to change?

11.00–11.45  
Room Kopenhagen

eU import regulation: first experience

15.00–16.30  
Room Istanbul

regulation review: the second step

friday, 14 february

10.00–10.45 
Room Riga

Mind the CaP: Policy opportunities & organic 
market development in europe

12.00–12.45 
Room Istanbul

the next challenges for organic food processing

15.00–16.30 
Room Kopenhagen

sustainable Biogas Production on  
organic farms

Room Mailand 
(NCC Mitte)

science day (see more below)

9.00–9.30
Brief presentation of TP Organics and of TIPI and 
their importance for European and global organic 
food and farming research

9.30–10.30
TP Organics: What does the European Innovation 
Partnership (EIP) for Agriculture offer to the organic 
sector?

10.45–12.45
TP Organics workshop: Adapting the vision of TP 
Organics to the new challenges and policy context

saturday, 15 february

10.00–11.00  
Room Nizza

stOas Call for Ideas 2014: assessing sustainability 
in organic farming

 • Visit us in hall 1, stand 1-543!
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2 evenTs

2.1 PrevIeW of evenTs 

IfoaM eu dIrecTor MeeTs duTch organIc 
sTakeholders aT bIovak

On 23 January, IFOAM EU Director Marco Schlüter 
was present at the Mind the CAP campaign partner 
BIONEXT stand at BioVak, discussed the EU Organic Reg-
ulations review and other key topics with the visitors, 
accompanied by the leader of the GroenLinks list for Eu-
ropean Member of Parliament elections, Bas Eickhout.

biovak is an organic and sustainable agriculture B2B fair 
in Zwolle, The Netherland, and a partner of the “Mind the 
CAP” campaign co-financed by the European Union, Di-
rectorate-General for Agriculture and Rural Development 
and implemented by IFOAM EU and partners from 10 
EU Member States. The entire organic sustainable chain 
visits BioVak on a yearly basis. BioVak attracts visitors from 
numerous countries, both European and non-European. 
Many different workshops and seminars are being organ-
ized with simultaneous translations in English. 

InTernaTIonal green Week: 30,000 
deMonsTraTed agaInsT gMo and 
IndusTrIalIsed food

Around 30,000 people gathered in Berlin on Saturday, 
18 January, to clearly say: “We are fed up!” The protest 
was directed against industrialised food systems and 
the threat of increasing GMO in the future and it took 
place during the International green Week.

During his stay in Berlin, IFOAM EU Director Marco 
Schlüter met representatives from the European Com-
mission and German ministries and discussed the 
Organic Regulations review.

Chair of the IFOAM EU’s Farmers Interest Group, Jan 
Plagge, participated in a meeting of ARC2020 members 
with the Commissioner for agriculture and rural devel-
opment, Dacian Cioloș, and also exchanged opinions 
regarding the new regulation.

challenges for organIc In gerMany  
and euroPe

IFOAM EU director Marco Schlüter took part in a panel 
discussion on 19 January during the International Green 
Week in Berlin about the current situation of organic 
farming in Europe and upcoming challenges together 
with Martin Häusling (MEP, spokesperson for agriculture 
of the Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance) and 
Hans Hohenester (member of the Naturland board of di-
rectors). Main topics of discussion were the reasons for a 
stagnating growth of the organic market in Germany, the 
geographical imbalance between processing of organic 
food and the availability of raw materials within Europe. 
Martin Häusling elaborated on the process of the current 
CAP reform and the TTIP (trade and investment agree-
ment under negotiation between the EU and the US).

Berlin streets swarmed with demonstrators © Good Food Good Farming IFOAM EU director Marco Schlüter at the “Mind the CAP” political session with 
the Greens’ MEP Martin Häusling and Naturland board of directors member 
Hans Hohenester

2.2 revIeW of evenTs 

http://www.biovak.nl/en/
http://www.wir-haben-es-satt.de/start/home/in-english/
http://www.gruenewoche.de/en/
http://www.biovak.nl/en/
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TradIn – neW sPonsor for 2014

Tradin Organic Agriculture supplies the international food 
industry with globally sourced, organic raw ingredients. 
From farm to the market, it is Tradin Organic’s mission 
to work with the utmost respect for people and planet.

Tradin Organic was founded in the 1980s as a pioneer 
for organic food ingredients in the emerging European 
market. Since the early days, Tradin Organic has been 
involved in the development of social farming and 
sourcing projects in Latin America, Asia and Europe. 
With this invaluable know-how, the company was able 
to build an extensive worldwide network of suppliers, 
processors and partners. In recent years, investments 
have been made to optimize risk management through 
vertical integration of the supply chain. Now, company 
owned processing facilities for key items such as cocoa, 
sesame and sunflower ensure organic integrity and the 
highest product quality.

Their comment on the new step in the relationship with 
IFOAM EU: “One of our important partners has been the 
European IFOAM group. We are hence proud to support 
IFOAM EU in 2014 with our sponsorship, promoting the 
organic industry with one single voice in Brussels.”

IfoaM eu key sPonsors 2014

Ecovalia & Wessanen

Ecovalia and Wessanen show their support for the work 
of IFOAM EU by a financial cooperation with IFOAM EU 
throughout 2014. Their money will be used to co-fi-
nance IFOAM EU events, projects and publications and 
is a highly valued contribution to our work.

a decade of organIc advocacy In brussels

“This anniversary publication gives a voice to our peo-
ple; each contribution gives a personal perspective on 
how IFOAM EU has played a part in developing and de-
livering a common vision for organic, influencing public 
and business policy as well as personal practice. They 
speak of how our ethos is expressed in our daily lives, 
how the ethics of our standards and codes of conduct 
brings food from our farmers and growers to our tables.“

Christopher Stopes
IFOAM EU President

3 MakIng euroPe More organIc – suPPorT IfoaM eu

http://www.wessanen.com/en/
http://www.ecovalia.org/
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/sites/default/files/ifoameu_comm_10year_book.pdf
http://www.tradinorganic.com/


� 12 January–23 February biomercato
Città dell’Altra Economia, Italy

� 22–23 January biovak
Zwolle, The Netherlands

� 27 January
organic farming in the caP,  
guaranty of sustainability
Murcia, Spain

� 12–15 February biofach 2014
Nuremberg, Germany

� 1–2 June organic Marketing forum
Warsaw, Poland

4 calendar of evenTs

The European Volunteers at the IFOAM EU office run their own blog. Meet “The Organic Five”!

This newsletter exists to inform IFOAM EU members about the work of the IFOAM EU Group and its 
liaison and coordination office in Brussels. The IFOAM EU Group is the European Regional Group of the 
worldwide umbrella organisation IFOAM and is responsible for all matters related to organic farming with 
a Europe-wide scope. 
Information IFOAM EU Group: http://www.ifoam-eu.org

© IFOAM EU GROUP 2004 to 2013
Please send any comments or contributions to the newsletter to communication [at] ifoam-eu.org. 
For further information contact your national board member or the office in Brussels.

Editors IFOAM EU Group Newsletter: Laura Ullmann, Marco Schlüter, Ivan Marko Stazić
Newsletter layout: Diana Jastrzębska, heroldart

Rue du Commerce 124, 1000 Brussels, Belgium
Phone: +32-2-280 12 23
Fax: +32-2-735 73 81 
Email: communication [at] ifoam-eu.org

http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/
http://www.cittadellaltraeconomia.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=40&Itemid=40
http://www.biovak.nl/en/index.html
http://www.biofach.de/en/into-organic
http://www.organic-marketing-forum.org/en/
http://theorganicfive.wordpress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/IFOAMEU
http://www.youtube.com/ifoameu
http://vimeo.com/ifoameu
http://twitter.com/IFOAMEU
http://www.ifoam-eu.org
mailto:communication@ifoam-eu.org
http://heroldart.pl
mailto:communication@ifoam-eu.org
http://www.ifoam-eu.org/

